[Structural and ultrastructural data on human cutaneous lipids].
The principal function of intercellular lipids of the epidermal horny layer is the constitution of an occlusive barrier and regulation of transepidermal water fluxes. Self-assembly of lipid bilayers and formation of multilayered structures can be observed in the intercellular spaces of the stratum corneum. Progressive organisation of lipids provokes the lateral displacements of hydrophilic compartments, squeezed aside along the lipid layers towards intercellular junctions (corneodesmosomes). Proteolytic enzymes contained in the hydrophilic material are thus delivered to the extracellular portions of cohesive junctional proteins. Consequently, modifications of the composition and structure of the stratum corneum lipids may influence epidermal desquamation through the regulation of corneodesmosome accessibility to extracellular enzymes.